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against the Committee by a farmer whom they had
imprisoned for an arrear of revenue. The defence was
that the plaintiff was security for the revenue which was
in arrear, and this the Committee had to prove. When
they tried to prove the arrear they found it practically
impossible to comply with the requisitions of the English
law of evidence, which did not accept their accounts as
evidence of the matters alleged in them. The letter is
too long to quote, but the effect of it is that " as the
" common and statute law of England has been formed
" and modelled to the situation and manners, not of this
" distant and conquered province, but of a free and inde-
" pendent people," the Revenue Councils are put at a great
disadvantage when actions are brought against them.
They had been accustomed to act in the unfettered way
in which native authorities had acted, and when called
upon to justify their conduct according to the law of
England, found it practically impossible to do so.

A few days after the date of Mr. Bogle's report, Mr.
Shore (afterwards Lord Teignmouth) recorded a minute
to much the same effect. He was called upon to accept
the charge of the Adalat, and begged to be excused,
because of his fear of " vexatious prosecutions" in the
Supreme Court. He thus describes the situation of the
judge of an adalat;. " The more effectually he per-
" forms his duty, the more he maintains the dignity of
"his office and enforces his decisions, the more he is
" liable to prosecution. If, in procuring the attendance
"of witnesses, he should, exercise any compulsatory
" powers, if, to restrain trivial and groundless complaints
" and to detect chicane and intrigue he should put in
" practice the discretionary powers with which he is in-
" vested by the public regulations of imposing a moderate